Startling News
It was not difficult, therefore, for the new Viceroy, who, in
addition to a personal dislike, had designs of his own, with which
the presence of the Portuguese at Dianga interfered, to concoct a
story sure to alarm, the Court of Arakan and cause it to send an-
other punitive expedition.
The story was that the Portuguese had written to the Mughal
Viceroy at Dacca offering in consideration of certain payments to
let his troops enter Chittagong that August. This story, supported
by a forged correspondence, was embodied in a dispatch and sent
to Mrauk-u in May,
As the Viceroy had calculated, King Thiri-thu-dhamma accepted
the report without further inquiry: the treachery was so thoroughly
typical of the Portuguese. Orders were issued to the Admiral-in-
Chief to assemble five hundred galleys and proceed to Dianga
before the Mughal could move. If possible he should take the
Portuguese by surprise, if he failed in that, he must beleaguer
Dianga.
The inhabitants of Mrauk-u very soon noticed that the fleet
was mobilizing. This seemed very curious, for the monsoon had
begun. To send an expedition at such a time was most unusual and
argued a situation of grave urgency. What could it be? It was
observed that no Portuguese and Eurasian mercenaries of the capi-
tal were being drafted aboard, though these men were the back-
bone of the navy. The Portuguese community, which was fairly
large, became anxious. Could anything be preparing against
Dianga? They set about to make inquiries. Some had wives with
friends in the palace-city, which, like the Forbidden City in
Peking, was the core of Mrauk-u, and where the Court resided.
These women had very little difficulty in getting the truth. The
Court was buzzing with it$ the numerous princesses, the lesser
consorts, their many attendants were talking about nothing else.
It was hardly necessary to tip; the story was imparted for the sheer
pleasure of telling a secret, though of course on condition that it
went no further.
As soon as the Portuguese were sure of the facts, they sent a
messenger to Dianga with two letters, one addressed to the Vicar
and the other to the Captains, warning them of the danger which
threatened from the King. The messenger left on June the 19th
and reached Dianga on the 50th, a remarkable feat in the mon-
soon, as Manrique notes: *the road lying for over ninety leagues
across rough mountains and heavy swamps.' During the open
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